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whom they accused of having usurped their country from
them.
There being a navigable river here, he founded a city,
called it St. Michael,1 and shared out all the booty (tutto
quello c' haveva pigliato] ; so that each man should take care
of his own property. Atabaliba hearing what the Christians
'were doing; that they were few, fatigued, and could not
walk, but rode on great pachi, the name they give to horses,
laughed at the bearded men, and sent back his ambassadors,
to say, they had better not advance any farther if they held
their lives precious. Pizarro replied that he was in duty bound
to see his greatness with due honour; he therefore urged
his troops on, and reaching Cassiamalca, he sent the captain
of his cavalry to see the king, who had retreated two miles
from the town on account of the Spaniards arriving. And
they, on coming in sight of the king's suite* began to show
off their horses, making them curvet and gallop. Hereat the
natives were greatly alarmed at these new monsters; but
the king showed no change at all, only he complained of the
disrespectful conduct of the bearded men. With the aid of
the interpreter, Fernando Pizarro notified to his majesty
that he was brother of the captain who came from Castile,
commissioned by the pope and the emperor, desirous of
being friends with him, and requesting him to return to the
town to hear the messages they had to deliver to him ; after
which they would retire to their own country. Atabaliba
answered that he would do everything, provided they quitted
his country; with these conditions Fernando returned, and
related the wonderful riches and great display of the king,
as also his royal will, that he would not suffer any bearded
1 The word cittti is often indefinitely used by the Italians. It is
probable that the San Miguel of 1530, being intended for securing rein-
forcements or retreat, stood at the mouth of the river : the present sub-
stantial town is thirty miles inland, in a well-cultivated plain? and near
a volcano of the same name. (Travis.)
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